Jo * Bo OH AMO en We, IE ws Mn. ag. Leo 
RSS 3 — þ . n 48 — nn ; Leben $4 
: * 3 22 . — ; 4 7 5 = # * r 


8 


n 


z 299944 4 K „ » Ao. eos HE — * 3 


> Te mo 4 8 
1 —5 5 
— — r 


r=: MM 
America, 


: 2 7 
1 3 2 
3 
— — 
1 he EG : © 
8 PRO 
» 5 — 


n 


* 


__ 


: " 
j—— — — 
* 2 

8 


n cd 2 
<<: Sa Ra 
FSF rr 
3 


1 


| PREACHED u vu MIDDLE DUTCH CHURCH, 
ou FOURTH JULY, 79h 
- 93 BEING THE ANNIVERSARY or THE 
INDEPENDENCE os AMERICA: 


4 Tur REQUEST or Tus 


\ © 
2 \ F 


Tammany Socitty, ok COLUMBIAN ORDER. 


. * ö 
J * 
WW o — , 1 4 23 _ 
x * 
5 


* 


By WILLIAM LINN. D. D. 


Dn thts — 
n 1 X. 4 


* ö - "= 4 . > 44 4 


= 


— — ———¼— — 


3 


—NEW YORK—rninren v THOMAS GREEN LEAF.— 
M, DCC, X C, I. 


rn chat 


Ata Meeting of the Tammany Society, or a. 
lumbian Order, held at the Great Wigwam 


on Monday the 4th July, 1791, 


ed df TRIAGE: ea re. 


Reo: VED unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
eis Society be preſented by the Grand Sachem, 
the Rev. Dr. WILLIAM Linn, for the Sermon 
—_ by him this day before the Society. 


RESOLVED ; That Sackems Ebenezer Stevens, 
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 MelanQon Smith, and James Tylee, be a com- 


mattee to wait and requeſt of the Rev. Dr. Wirt- 


LIAM LinN, in beha If of this Society, a manu- 
ſcript of the above Sermon, and to ſuperintend the 
printing of fix hundred copies of ſaid Ser map 
at the expence of the Society. - Oy 
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Extract from the minutes. 
— . Secretary. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| T HE following Sermon is pull ſhed as it 

was delivered. Though additions and altera- 

| trons maght have been profitably made, yet it 

was ſuppoſed, that ut would be moſt accept- 

alle, in this form, to all, of that numerous 

and reſpectalle mi hy, who honored it with 
their hearing. 
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Tul r it may tend to inculcate theſe hrin- 
cißles whach led to our glorious revolution, 
awaken our gratitude to Almigh'y God for 
is many ll ſings, and contribute to the ge. 
neral cauſe of liberty, is the ardent wiſh ad. 
fincere aim of 5 | 
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S 
THE LINES ARE FALLEN UNTO ME IN 
PLEASANT PLACES; YEA, I HAVE A 
COODLY HERITAGE. 


1 


TN theſe word; the Pſalmiſt celebrates 
J the agreeable and advantageous ſitua- 


tion in which he was placed by Divine 


Providence. It was ſuch as adminiſtered 
to his earthly comfort, and tended to pro- 
mote. his eternal welfare. 


Tur like manner of expreſſion may, 
with propriety, be uſed by every Amert- 
can; and 1t affords, on this auſpicious day, 
a ſuitable and profitable ſubject for our 
meditation. By the choice of it, I ſhall, at 

leaſt, avoid the beaten path of a minute re- 
cital of events during our revolution; and 
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if the performance diſappoint the hopes, 
or if ſome things be introduced which 
would, at any other time, be improper in 
the pulpit, a judicious and candid audience 
will readily excule me. | 


W:iTHOUT incurring the charge of local 
prejudices, illiberal aſperſions of others, 
or unreaſonable partiality to ourſelves, we 
may ſay, that our. country is highly favor- 
ed of God; that the lines, which meaſure 
our inheritance, are fallen, in pleaſant pla- 
ces; yea, that we have a goodly heritage. 
This will appear when we conſider the 
natural advantages which we enjoy ; the 
conſtitution of our civil government; and 


our religious privileges. Let us take a 


curſory view of each of theſe; and then 
attend to ſome reflections which the ſub- 
ject, together with the occaſion, may in- 
ſpire. | 


FiRsT, The natural advantages of our 


country are many and great. The terri- 


tory 1s extenſive, the ſoil luxuriant, the 
climates and productions various. We 
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poſſeſs in abundance every thing neceſſary 
for our ſupport, comfort and ſtrength. 
The lofty mountains and the fruitful val- 
lies, the waving foreſts and the ſpreading 
lawns, the magnificent rivers and the com- 
modious harbours contribute to the delight 
and accommodation of the inhabitants. 
The means of exportation abroad, and of 
intercourſe with one another, are conve- 
nient and caſy. 3 


Ix the diverſity of the advantages which 
the States enjoy there 1s a reſemblance to 
the diviſion of the land of Canaan among 
the tribes of Iſrael. To Judah was given a 
country abounding with vines and paſture; 
to Aſher, one plenteous in oil, iron and 
braſs; to Zebulon and Iflachar, ſuch as was 
famous for {ca-ports ; and thus, were diſ- 
tributed among them their reſpective gifts, 
which, while they needed not to depend 
on other nations, taught them the neceſſity 
of union among themſelves, as conſpiring 
to promote their common welfare. Is not 


the general deſcription, which is given ot 
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their country, equally, if not more applica- 
ble to our own ? Aland of brooks of water, 


of fountains, and depths that ſpring out of 


valleys and halls ; a land of wheat,and barley, 
and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates ; 
a land of oil. olive, and honey ; a land where- 
in thou ſhalt eat bread without ſcarceneſs, 


thou ſhalt not lack any thing in it ; a land 


whoſe ſtones are iron, and out of whoſe hills 
thou mayeſt dig braſs.* He,whoſe the ſea is, 
and whoſe hands formed the dry land, hath 
here laviſhed his bounty, and, as if on pur- 
pole, reſerved the beſt for the lateſt dif- 
covery; he hath united, in this one, all 
the excellencies of the other parts of the 


earth. 


Touch much ſtill remains to be done, 
yet the improvement of theſe advantages 
has been, for the time, uncommonly rapid. 
Leſs than two centuries ago, what was this 
now pleaſant country? A diſmal wilder- 
neſs ; the habitation of wild beaſts, and 
of ſavage men. Where now the populous 


bs Deut, viii. Tz 8, 9. 
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city lifts its ſpires, the ſolitary wigwam 
ſtood ; where commerce ſpreads its ſails, 
was ſeen the bark canoe ; and where the 
found of induftry 1s heard, and all the arts 
of civilized life flouriſh, indolence, rude- 
neſs, and ignorance, held a gloomy reign. 
If our country has, ſo ſuddenly, riſen into 
eminence, what may be expected when 


time has given it maturity, rendered its 


population complete, and called forth all 


its exertions ? Then will it be rich, powers 


ful, and happy. Then will her wilderneſs 
become li Eden, and her deſert like the 


garden of the Lord ; joy and gladneſs ſhall 
de found therem, thankſgioimg, and the voice 


of melody. 


As we are not left to dependupon other 


countries for our neceſſaries and comforts; 
io our being removed at ſo great a diſtance 
from them, is no ſmall advantage. We 
have thus, leſs temptation to invade, and 
are leis liable to be invaded; we are in leſs 
danger of being infected with foreign vices, 
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and involved in intrigues and wars. Hap- 
pily, indeed, that deſire of conqueſt, and 
love of domination, which have ſo long 
actuated the kingdoms of the world, and 
mage man a ſcourge to man,do not actuate 
our nation. Separated, by Providence, 
from the continual jealouſies, and bloody 
aillenſions of the old world, our endeavour 
1s, to cultivate every uſeful art, to enjoy 
in peace, the blellings which Heaven hath 
beſtowed, and to extend them to all within 
our-reach.- This is a more noble ambition 

chan Romans ever knew; a more jult glory 
than to enlarge our. dominion, or {eek to 
build our advancement on the degradation 
of others. 
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IT is cauſe of regret at this day, that the 
Tword which had been ſheathed, is now 
drawn againſt fome of the Indian tribes. 
Who does not ardently wiſh, that peace 
may be ſpeedily reſtored ; that the natives | 
ol this land, inſtead, of being extirpated, 
may exchange the hatchet for the book of 
divine knowledge ; and that we may be 


* 
. »* 
1 
IJ £ 
6. 5 
A * 
*. 
| $ 
5 7 7 
- 
1 
F 
mM 03 
4. 
M4 
1 
* 
: 
5 
1 ; 
75 | 


; 
; 


A... oo 
—— 


Wo 
8 


es, 
ITS, 
Tate” 6 


i 
__ 
+ 
: 
7 
7 
1 
. 
LA 5 
- 
4 
{ 
Co 
\ 
1 
af 
1 
23 
#39 
N 
2 
4 © 
F 
92 
; 
* 
[1 
EZ > 
z 
* 
* 
1 
27 
by 
1 
's 
"of 
12 
1 
"1 
14 
1 
ON 
* 
25 
#55 
* 
42 
£ 
1 
#3 
#3 
* 
3 
y 
* 
, 
5 


Ox AME RIU a7. 13 


brought to rejoice together as children of 
the ſame Almighty Parent, and partakers 
of the ſame common nature ! Though it 
be ordered, in the courſe of events, that 
we poſſeſs their land, yet we owe them 
Juſtice and charity; we owe them our at- 
tempts to recover them from abaſement, 
that ſo they may enjoy with us the deſira- 
ple inheritance. | | 


In ſhort, when we conſider the manner 
in which this new world has been opened 
to us, 1ts firſt ſettlement, the growing num- 
ber of its inhabitants, the great advanta- 
ges afforded, the proſpects ſtill in view, 
with every circumſtance, may we not ad- 
dreſs the ſupreme Ruler of the univerſe in 
theſe beautiful words of the Pſalmiſt ? Thou 
haſt brought a vine out of Egypt ; thou haſt 
caſt out the heathen, and planted it. Thou 
 Preparedſt room before it, and didſi cauſe it to 
take deeb root, and it filled the land. The 
Hills were covered with the ſhadow of it, and 
the boughs thereof were like the goodly ceaars. 
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She ſent out her boughs unto the fea, and ler 
branches unto the river.“ 


Bur all theſe natural advantages would 
be in vain, were we deprived of liberty. 
We could then neither improve, nor enjoy 
them. Oppreſſion breaks the ſpirits of 
men, and links them into groſs and ſtupid 
' Ignorance. Time was, when Demoſthenes 

ook all Greece with the tempeſt of his 
eloquence ; and when Cicero, in his flow- 
ing ſtrains, gained on the Roman Senate. 
Greece and Rome were then free. Liber- 
ty is now gone, and their glory is no more. 
Time tas, when there were ſeven churches 
in Aſia, and pure religion beamed, where 
now ignorance and ſuperſtition brood, and 
where the Turk, dreaming of a Mahome- 
tan paradiſe, ſleeps his life away. The 
inhabitants of theſe places ſeem, at preſent, 
to be-a different race of men. Even the 
milk and honey of Canaan are long ſince 
converted into gall and wormwood. The 
fineſt country, * euliag ed, is a region 


* Eſalm, Ixxx. 8 —11. 
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of darkneſs, poverty, and barbarity, in 
which human beings drag out a miſerable 
exiſtence. | | 

— 

Tis not to ſtalk about and draw freſh air 
From time to time, or gaze upon the ſun: 
«Tis — to be free. When liberty is gone, 
© Life grows inſipid, and has loſt us reliſh. 


This leads me to remark, 


In the ſecond place, That we inherit 
pleaſant places, on account ot the conſtitu- 
tion of our civil government. This has 
not been impoſed upon us by the will of a 
conqueror, nor received through neceſſity, 
but ſormally and deliberately choſen by 
ourſelves. When obliged to ſeparate from 
that empire to which we belonged, parti- 
cular conſtitutions were framed by the ſe- 
veral States, and articles of confederation 
for the government of the whole, on ſuch 
principles as were then judged to be con- 
tormable to the equality in human na- 
ture, and conſiſtent with public peace and 
tranquility, 
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Ir becomes us here, to acknowledge 
with gratitude, the peaceable and unani- 
mous manner in which a change, in our 
national government, has been effected. 


Experience having ſhown the defects of 


the firſt, another, after long conlultation, 
has been propoſed and adopted; yea, 
amendments again to this have been offer- 
ed, and time, we truſt, will bring it to as 
much perfection as human things will ad- 
mit. We have beheld a people, diſtant, and 
various in their habits, united beyond the 
molt ſanguine expectation; a conſtitution 
formed in the boſom of peace; received 
by all the States, after full and able diſcuſ- 
ſion in each; enforced by no other wea- 
pons than reaſon and argument; no other 
thunder heard than the thunder of debate. 
Has God, then, at any time, interpoſed 
more remarkably for us? Do we not, every 
thing conſidered, ſtand ſingle among all 
the nations of the earth ? Other revolutions 
may have been more diverſified and ſplen- 
did, but, ſurely, none is more honorable 


Or AMERICA. ij 


to: human nature, and none ſo likely to 
produce ſuch happy effects. 


As far as this conſtitution has been tried, 
its influence is found to be ſafe and benefi- 
cial. It is a repreſentation of the people 
from whom all legitimate g government is 
derived. It is a government of laws, not 
of men. It promiles to unite mildneſs and 
energy; to ſecure and deſend; to ſteer the 
happy medium between oppreſſion and li- 
centiouſneſs. It is calculated to encourage 
genius, and bring merit to view from the 
obſcure walks of life. Titles and birth: 
vive no claim to rank-or precedence ; but 
a capacity for buſineſs, with learning, elo- 
quence, and virtue, are the ſureſt ways to 
riſe to honor and preferment. 


IT is foreign, however, to my deſign to 
pronounce an culogiun on the conſtitution: 
There are thoſe who can better paint its 
excellencies, and thoſe who are more eagle 
eyed to ſcan its defects, and watch its ten- 
dency. It rather belongs to my place to 
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celebrate the goodneſs of God, in confer. 
ring upon us the bleſſing of liberty. How 
eligible does our ſituation appcar, when 
we look around us in the world! Only la 
ſmall part enjoys even the ſhadow of liberty. 
The great bulk of mankind are under the 
molt galling and ignominious ſervitude. 
A few are exalted to more than men, and 
the reſt made leſs, to the debaſement and 


reproach of human nature. Surely the 


diſtinction in favor of ourſelves deſerves an 


honorable mention, and the higheſt praiſe! 3 


to be aſcribed to the Father lighits, from 
whom, every good gift, and every perfect giſt 
cometh down. 


* Civir liberty is a bleſſing the more pre- 
cious, becauſe with it are connected the 
rights of conſcience. Where ſlavery pre- 


vails theſe are always infringed. In this 


country, as they are well underſtood, ſo 
they are preſerved inviolate. This is 


Tux laſt reſpett i in which it appears that 
we have a goodly heritage, Here, no par- 
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ticular modes of faith, or worſhip are 
eſtabliſhed. No undue preference is given 
to one denomination of religion above an- 
other. Every one ſtands upon equal foot- 
ing, and can prove ſucceſsful; only by the 
piety, virtue, learning, and liberality of its 
profeſſors. Human eſtabliſhments have 
always been made engines of ſtate- policy; 
they have promoted hypocriſy and infi- 
delity; they have perpetuated error, and. 
reſtrained that ſree ſpirit of enquiry which 
dance Lo im provement. 


Tux government which Jeſus Chriſt hath 
inſtituted in his Church is diſtinct from the 
power which appertains to the kingdoms 
of this world, and it conſiſts in inflicting 
ſpiritual pains; in admonitions, reproofs, 
cenſures, and excluſion from memberſhip. 
The members of the Church, indeed, are 
alſo members of civil ſociety, and ſubject 
to all its laws, ſo far as is conſiſtent with a 
good conſcience ; but the. great. evil has. 
been in the civil magiſtrate uſurping the 
throne of Chriſt and exerciſing ſpiritual}. 
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dominion. The Church and the State, no 
doubt, mutually aſſiſt and ſupport one an- 
other, but they have, too often, been un- 
lawfully blended. The Church aſks and 
needs no aſſiſtance except the protection 
of its rights; and it willingly yields to ci- 
vil government the ſureſt ſupport, by dif- 
fulivs knowledge, and promoting righte- 
ouch and peace among men, 


RELIGIoUSs freedom baniſhed from eve- 


Ty other corner of the earth has erected her 


ſtandard in theſe States, and kindly invites 
the oppreſſed from all quarters to repair hi- 
ther. Here are no fire and faggots, no pains 
and emoluments of any kind, to force theſe 
ſentiments, or the other upon them. Reli- 
gion pure and undefiled ſolicits their regard. 
The heaven-born maid is not dreſfed or 
daubed with human inventions. She truſts 
to her native charms and aſks a willing 

love.—Here is an afylum for you, our 
brethren of the old world, whoſe lives are 
emb ittered by the cruel impoſitions of men; 


the fruit of whoſe labours go to ſupport 


lazy prieſts and luxurious princes; who, 
though you riſe early and late take reſt, 
obtain only a ſcanty ſubſiſtence for your- 
ſelves and families. Forſake your hard 
taſk-maſters. Refuſe to dig an ungrateful 
foil which will not yield you bread. Haſte 
you to the fertile plains of America. Fill 
her new, and as yet, uninhabited territory. 
She opens wide her arms to embrace mil- 
lions, and waits to crown all the induſtri- 
ous and virtuous with plenty and happt- 
neſs. CFR 


Nor only do we enjoy the right of pri- 
vate judgment in matters of conſcience, but 
the goſpel is preached and its ordinances 
adminiſtered throughout a great part of our 
land. Without this we would be leſs civil- 
1zed, and leſs free. This truly renders our 


land a p!cafant place and a goodly heritage. 


* Defides the number of inhabitants which the old States can 
receive, and indeed, are neceſſary for their proper cultivation, the 
Wesrean TEZRNITORV alone, is vaſily extenſive, It is com- 
puted to contain 220,000,000 acres: of land, and is ſaid, by 
t hoſe who have explored it, to be infertoun, in fertility, faluority, 
and conveniency, to no country upon earths 
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What is this world but the beginning of an. 
eternal ſcene ? What is an extenſive and 
beautiful country, what liberty with all its 
concomitant bleſſings, deſtitute of the wor- 
ſlap of our Creator, and the hope of dwell. 
ing in his preſence when the faſhion of this 
world ſhall have. paſſed away? Though 
the rights of man be invaluable, yet we. 
may ſucceſsfully plead for theſe and be for- 
ever unhappy hereafter. Thus ts life eter. 
mat, that they might know thee, the only true. j 
God, and J. ſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 
The abundant means of this e are 


within our wer. 
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Cons1IDERING the ſituation of our coun- 
try in this reſpect, we ſee theſe words of 
the prophet fulfilled ; The wilderneſs and 
the ſolitary place ſhall be glad for them ; and 
the deſert ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as the roſe. 
It ſhall blofſom abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and ſinging ; the glory of Lebanon. 

ſſtall be given unto it, the excellency of Car-. 
mel and Sharon : they ſhall fee the glory of. 


John xvii. 3. 
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te Lord, and the excellency of our God —In 
the wilderneſs ſhall waters break out and 
| ftreams i in the deſert.* 


HAVING now ſhown, that the 3 of 
the Pſalmiſt equally expreſs our own pri- 
vileges, and are an acknowledgment highly 
proper from each of us, let us reflect more 
n 


FixsT, On the diſtinguiſhing goodneſs 
of God in giving us this fair inheritance, 
and in defending it againſt thoſe who 
| ſought unjuſtly to deprive us. The earth is 
the Lord's,and the fulneſs thereof ; the world, 
and they that dwell therein. Of whom is 
it, that we inhabit this land rather than 
another? Of whom, that we are ſurround- 
ed with ſo many bleſſings ? Of whom, that 
we enjoy civil and religious liberty? Surely 
it is of the Lord, and he is entitled to all 
the praiſe. He gave to the renowned Co- 
lumbus that ſpirit of curioſity, that bold- 
neſs of enterpriſe, that contempt of danger, 


0 Jaiah, XXXV. 1, 2. 6. T Palin XXIV, 1, 
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and that firmneſs of perſeverance,which led 
him through unexplored ſeas and diſtreſſ- 
ing hardihips, to the diſcovery of this vaſt 

continent; where he found the native © girt 
with feather'd cincture, naked elſe and wild 
among the trees on iſles and woody ſhores.” 
It was the Lord who conducted to this 
place the original ſettlers; ſupported them 
under all their difficulties, caſt out the heathen 
before them, and divided them an inheritance 
by line, and made _ to dell in their 


18 * 


Nor to carry « our attention ſo far back, 
A Fi of later years, hath ſuſtained us in a 
mighty | conteſt for every thing which we 
held dear? Who united us in a common 
cauſe ? Who inſpired and enabled us, un- 
acquainted with war, and unprepared, to 
withſtand an experienced and formidable 
enemy? Who diſconcerted their ſtrata- 
gems, gave us powerful alles, encouraged 
our ſuffering army, crowned them with 
ſignal victories, and who, in ſo ſhort a 


2 Pſalm lxxviii. 53. 


Dor AMERICA.” a 
time, gladdened our hearts with peace? 
Of whom is it, that to day we commemo- 

rate our exiſtence as a nation, and rejoice 

in the proſpect of growing proſperity ? 
Surely theſe are the doings of the Lord, 
whoſe interpoſitions in our favor were ſo 
numerous and remarkable, that they can 
never be forgotten, When this page of 
hiſtory is revolved, it will fkew to the ge- 
neration to come, the hraiſes of the Lord, and 
tus firength, and his wonderſul works that he 
hath done. That the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which ſhould be 
born ; who ſhould ariſe and declare them to 
their children.“ 


War muſt have been our condition, 
had our enemies ſucceeded ? What could 
we have expected from a nation which 
dared, in the face of Heaven, to aſſert a 
right to bind us“ in all caſes whatſoever,” 
and which ſtrove to enforce it with cruelty 
and blood ? What could we have expected 
from them, when oppoſed and irritated, 


* P/alm Ixxvlii. 4—6. 
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but every thing the diſappointed hopes, 
the mortified pride, and the incenſed wrath 
of tyrants could inflict? What but deſola- 
tion, ſlavery, and death ? What, at the beſt; 
þut a life leſs tolerable than the furnace of 
Nebuchadnezzar, which was heated ſeven 
mes for thoſe who diſobeyed his unrigh- 
teous decree ?* The fruitful field would 
ſoon have returned to a wilderneſs, the 
nerves of induſtry and improvement been 
withered, and a languid ſpiritileſs temper 
pervaded the inhabitants. We would have 
been labourers in a vineyard not our own 
and though we had borne the heat and 
burden of the day, a foreign and unjuſt 
lord, if he rewarded us with a penny, would 


 * Abſolute power has made tyrants in every age, and tht 
temper of all tyrants is unrelenting. To thoſe who have a due 
Jenſe of Liberty, death, in any form, is leſs terrible than abject 
ub miſſion. Better to ſuffer death at once, than to linger on a 
rack, Indeed, when the rights of conſcience are violated, it be- 
comes a duty to prefer death to a finful compliance ; and many 
Thouſands, in former days, have ſuffered worſe than the Furnace 


of Nebuchadnezzar, rather than live in diſobedience to their 
God, | 
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have given us Vith! it, frowns and ill-uſage. 


—There is no pleaſure, even in hinting theſe 

things, farther than may be neceſſary to 
Mow the greatneſs of our deliverance. 
Spirit and ability are given us, not only to 
repair our waſtes, but to add new improve 
ments and ornaments ; and as. the external 
traces'of the.war muſt ſoon be effaced, ſo 
-ought every unchriſtian reſentment to be 
forever effaced from our breaſts, —Bleſſed 
be the ETERNAL SOVEREIGN who decreed 
-us victorious ; who re-animated expiring 


liberty, ſnatched her from, the feet of kings, 
and exhibited her in her winning form, to 


enlighten, to guide, and to charm the 
world. O ing unto, the Lord a new. ſong 


O clap your hands, all ye people, ſhout unto 


God: with the voice of triumph, For the 
Lord moſt High is. terrible; he is @ great 
King over all the earth. God is gone up well 
a ſhout, the Lord with the ſound of a. trumpet. 
Sing praiſes ta Cod, fi ing pratfes , - ſing prone 
es unto our King, fing praiſes. Both young 


men and maidens, old men and chuldren \ 


Let them praiſe the name of the Lord ; for 
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has name alone 1s excellent ; ” his glory is 
above the earth and heaven, . 


Ir has not been unuſual, nor will it damp 
the joy of this day, to remember with ten- 
der regard thofe, who fired in their coun- 
try's cauſe, ſtepped foremoſt to the field, 
and bravely offered up their lives in its 
defence. They did not live to enjoy the 
privileges for which they contended, but 
their memory ſhall be dear to us, and poſ- 
terity ſhall do juſtice to their worthy char- 
after. We will teach our jons ſons how 
early and hownobly War Ren fell. MonT- 
COMERY, that high-ſounding name, with 
M'phkERSON, HENDRICKS, CHEESEMAN, 
Jhallſwell the tale. To ſhow the price of li- 
berty, we will uncover MErcER's bleeding 
wounds, and traverſe all the fields of death. 
But why do I mention names? It ſeems 
almoſt injuſtice to others who equally me- 
Tit our praiſe. Let the hiſtorian faithfully | 
tell chem all, from WARREN downto Lau- 
RtNS, whoſe blood laſt ſtreamed in the 
cauſe. They have nobly fallen, As often 


* P/alns xlvii.cxlvii 


as we celebrate this day, while we trim the 


laurels on their graves, let the recollection 
of their virtues animate us with the love 
of our country, that for it, when called, 


like them we may die, 


War tribute ſhall be eve paid to thoſe 


who cheerfully underwent every danger 
and toil ? Who marched, and fought and 
bled? What tribute to the remains of a 


| moſt meritorious army? What tribute to 


their patriotic Leader whom it hath pleaſ- 
ed God to endow with ſo many rare ta- 
lents, and to make no leſs diſtinguiſhed 


in the arts of peace than of war ? Behold 


therich inheritance with which Providence 


hath rewarded your virtuous ſtruggle ! 


Your ſwords were drawn not only in de- 

Fence of all which we held dear, but in 
| defence of the rights of mankind. Under 
God you have been ſucceſsful. Vis righit 
hand and his holy arm hath gotten him the 
victory. May you live long to enjoy the 
bleſſings which you have been inſtrumen- 
tal in procuring, and may generations yet 
to come ariſe and call you bleſſed. 
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ANOTHER important reflection on thig 


TubjeR, and the laſt which ſhall be men- 


tioned is, that the privileges conferred 


upon us call for our faithful and diligent 


improvement. Is our country pleaſant 


and fertile ? It is our duty to contribute to 


the advancement of agriculture, manufac, 
tures and commerce. Are we a free peo- 
ple? It is our duty to ſupport and encour- 
age government ; to be obedient ſubjects; 
to diffuſe knowledge among all claſſes of 
men, as being the molt effectual ſafe-guard 
of liberty. , Enlighten mankind and you 


cannot enſlave them. Deſpotic governs 


ment makes them ignorant and barbarous, 
and when thus reduced, they are neither 


able nor willing to break the yoke 


# + 1 — — 


To call to ad the EPR, equality of | 


men, to keep alive the ſpirit of liberty, and 
to diffuſe knowledge and happineſs, have 
given rife to ſubordinate ſocieties in free 
States ; and theſe are held out as the great 
objects of that Society at whoſe deſire I ad- 
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dreſs you to day. They are plainly and 
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conciſely expreſſed in theſe words of their 
public conſtitution; © It ſhall connect in 
the indiſſoluble bonds of PATRIOT IS 
FRIENDSHIP, AMERICAN BRETHREN, of 
known attachment to the political rights of 
human nature, and the liberties of this 
country.” Somewhat ſimilar are the revo- 
lution and conſtitutional Societies in Great- 
Britain, and which are at this day the 
watch-towers of liberty. May we not 
hope that thele Societies will emulate one 
another, in preventing all ſacrilegious ap- 

| proaches to the altar of freedom, and that 
they will themſelves be bright examples of 
order, decency, and virtue ! It is to the 


honor of that Society, at whoſe motion we 


are convened, that under its direction and 
patronage a Muſeum has been eſtabliſhed, 
to conſiſt, not only of natural curioſities, 
but of all thoſe writings, either at home, 
or abroad, which ſerve to furniſh a com- 
plete hiſtory of this country in its various 
ſtages. Many of thoſe curious and valua- 
ble tracts muſt have, otherwiſe, been loſt. 
The laudable deſign of preſerving them, is 
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perfectly agreeable to the generous princi- 
ples of the Society, and indeed, to that 
public ſpirit which is ſo conſpicuous in * 
great and flouriſhing city. 


Ax low me only to add, that the name, 
which this Society has appropriated, affords 
to the mind a ſtriking contraſt of what this 
| country once was, to what it now is; of 
its once barbarous, to its now civilized 
Rate : : and if ſnch an aſſociation of inen 
have a tendency to introduce a national 
ſpirit and character, it will be ſo far uſe- 
ful ; for certainly it is the glory, and 
ought to be the ambition of every one, 
who makes his reſidence in this country, to 
be eſteemed an AMERICan. Making due 
allowance for our age and numbers, we 
have produced as many eminent men as 
fall to our ſhare ; * and it is hoped, are 


* See this matter fairly and ingen iouſly ſtuted by Mr. Feffer= 
Jon in his notes on Virginia. It is, perhaps, not ſtrange that 
foreigners ſhould inconfiderately adopt prejudices againſt us ; but 
of there be any who reſide in this country, enjoy all the bl ffings 
of it, and who, notwithſtanding, undervalue what gives them 
bread and importance, one would hardly know, whether to pity 
their folly, or to contemn ther inſolence. 
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free from that European pride which can 
ſee no excellencies in a neighbour. Let it 
be the ſincere endeavour of us all, by every 
Juſt and proper method, to advance = 
intereſt and reputation of our country; 
make i it virtuous, enlightened, and N 


1 B en On friends, the laws, the rights, 


* The generous plan of power deliver'd down 
« (So dearly bought, the price of ſo much blood) 


« O let it never periſh in your hands! 
« But piouſly tranſmit i it to your children,” 


Max ve not indulge the . thought; 
that the time is not far diſtant, when ty- 
ranny every where ſhall be deſtroyed; 
when mankind ſhall be the {laves of mon- 
ſters and idiots no more, but recover the 
true dignity of their nature! The cauſe 
of Liberty is continually gathering 
ſtrength. The advocates of deſpotic 
rule muſt fail. The Britiſh orator, “ 


* Edmund Burke; who has publiſhed reſlections on the revo- 
lution in France a performance containing abuſe, miſrepreſenta- 
tron, a ſpecious rather than true eloquence, and ſentiments unfa- 
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34 Tue BLESSINGS 


though he ſublimely rave, he raves in vain; 
No force of genius, no brilliancy of fancy, 
and no ornament of language can ſupport 
his wretched cauſe. He and his abettors 
only haſten its downfal. The revolution 
in France is great—is aſtoniſhing—is glo- 
rious. It is, perhaps, not juſt to ſay, that 
the flame was kindled by us, but certainly 
we contributed to blow and increaſe it, as 
France will in other nations; until blaze 
Joining blaze, ſhall illumine the darkeſt 
and remoteſt corners of the earth. 


Ix return for the great and ineſtimable 
privileges which we enjoy, let us devote 
ourſelves to the ſervice of God, and be 
found in the practice of all righteouſneſs, 
Virtue is highly neceſſary for the ſupport 
of order and good government; and the 
Chriſtian religion powerfully inculcates; 


vorable to liberty. This he has done after voting with the minori- 
ty during the American revolution, and ſeeming to be, formerly, æ 
champion in the cauſe of freedom, — His book has had a direct con- 
trary eſfect to what was intended: it has awakened and called 
forth the real friends of liberty: particularly the celebrated My. 
PAINE, whoſe writings have been of ſo much ſervice to manꝶindi 


- 
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and leads to the exerciſe of this virtue. 
Let us comply with its precepts, and pray 


for its univerſal ſpread and influence. 
Nothing would ſo conduce to our national 
proſperity and happineſs. It would make 
us better citizens, and more diſintereſted 
patriots; more happy in ourſelves, and 
more uſeful to all around us. Before I 
conclude this diſcourſe, allow me then, as 
a Miniſter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tq 
offer you ſalvation in his name; to remind, 
YOu, that you muſt ſoon leave all terreſti- 
al ſcenes, and enter upon an eternal and 
unchangeable late. Be entreated to ac- 


cept the liberty wherewith Chri it makes free 5 


that ſo when the kingdoms of this world 


and the glory of them are no more; yea, 
when the heavens ſhall paſs away with a 
great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth alſo and the works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up, you may 
inherit a better country, and live immor- 
tal beneath a brighter ſun and more ample 
tkies, 
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gs Tux BLESSINGS 
Axp now, while we act on this firſt 
Rage of our exiſtence, may the Lord or, 
dain peace for us] May we never hear the 
drum, the trumpet, and the clang of arms 
any more in battle; but may peace, lead- 
ing in her train religion, knowledge, and 
liberty, forever dwell with us! 55 


© Haſte thee, fair peace, ty roft ningpower renew, 
1 Bleſs every clime, the old world and the new, 
< In friendly league unite each diſtant ſhore, 55 
« And bid mankind with anger burn no more. 
« Then pure religion's precepts ſhall prevail ; 
* Impartial Juſtice poiſe her balanc'd ſcale ; 

2 Bright liberty ſhall wanton in the breeze; - 

«& Innox1ous pleaſure, philoſophic eaſe ; 

« Commerce ſhall then expand without control, 
“Where coaits extend, Or fartheſt oceans roll, 


May wars ceaſe unto the end of the earth ; 
and God, who commanded the light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, give to all nations, the l. ght 


of the knowledge of his glory, in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Compoſed for the Occafion, at the Requeſt of the Society. 


By Da, WILLIAM PITT SMITH» 


-N OW elevate your hymns of joy, 
With ſacred muſic let theſe arches ring, 
Patriots your breath employ, 
Your pureſt incenſe bring ; 
For HE receives the grateful lay, 

' Whoſe matchleſs all-controling ſway, 
Kings, armies, empires, oceans, worlds obey ; 
Hence kingdoms fall, while here republics riſe 

Reaſon reſumes her rights, dumb ſuperſtition dies. 


Since then from Heav'n fair Liberty deſcends 
Her bright'ning advent hail; 
*Tis Gop alone emits the high command 
(His great beheſts fulfil !) 
See how the patriot-I:ght'ning bends 
Oppreſſion's haughty will; 
Wide rends her deep obſcuring vail, 
While waking glory dawns on ev'ry land. 
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GREAT Spirit hear—our humble vows we pay, 
Thine arm unſeen, thy goodneſs we adore, 
The aid divine confeſs ! 
Sweet Independence crowns the joyous day, 
Celeſtial Freedom owns the genial hour, 
To ſhed her choiceſt bliſs. 

When uſurpation rais'd her head, 
Th'appeal, impartial up E, was madeto THE; 
When darkneſs oer th affrighted land was 

Rd, 

THov bad'ſtthe gloom diſperſe,th* United states 
be free ! | 


ParznT of Union, mani! feſt thy power, 
Let diſcord ceaſe, 
Fell tyrants kindle mad'ning rage no more z 
Diffuſe to earth's remoteſt bound, 
The blaze of ſcience, and the ſmile of peace, 
»Till praiſe reſound, 
Thro” ev x clime where human voice be found; 
Advancing on the wings of light, 
Let Freedom ſtill extend her golden chain, 
And while the nations hail th' auſpicious fight, | 
Commence the bleſt Immanuel's gentle zeign. 


— 7, OY a EE — EIA 


＋ 30 
Then elevate your = of joy, 
With heav' n-taught muſic let the temple ring; 
Patriots your breath employ, 
Your ſweeteſt incenſe bring: 
| To Gop, Columbia's King, we homage Pay, 
His arm protective, tho' unſeen adore, 
His ſacred boon confeſs : 
Sweet independence crowns the ſignal day; 


Freedom ſeletts the gratulating hour 
To ſhed her choiceſt bliſs ! 


Hallelujah, Hallelujah, &c 


Ser to muſic by Mr. V aw HAGEN 
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